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MR. NYLAND: Today, twenty years ago, Gurdjieff died in Paris. 
It's for that reason that I changed my mind and came tonight. 
Because I want to say something about the meaning of his death and 
death in general, When he died, that same day, someone who gave 
a lecture, started off with a saying: "Today the greatest living 
Man died", It was a person who knew Gurdjieff fairly well and of 
course it was from hima tribute, particularly if one takes into 
consideration the type of a man he was, and then he would acknowledge | 
‘that fact which was a fact for him.. The meaning of Gurdjieff's | 
death probably may have meant more to those who knew him a little 
bit during his lifetime than many eventa Which took place when he 
was alive and when he affected and influenced different people around 
- him. It probably is usually that way; that one doesn’t realize 
What exists until it is gone. What it meant for Work, it is still 
an open question. | 

One asks every once in awhile: was it really Gurdjieff's wish 


to die? And it brings up another question:: is it possible for a 


-2u M 1703 


man who has Worked on himself and who has reached a certain state of 
Consciousness, will he be able to adjust the time of his death? 
Because when a person Works and when he lives in his life, and 
he knows that he has an obligation towards this life, is he. then 
able to say it is enough? Because the way we usually look at death 
is that something has to take place so that then at the end of one's 
life it is as if a higher force tells us to leave this Earth, And 
there is probably no particular proof for that. The proof could 
become much more certain for oneself when during one's lifetime one 
reaches by experiences many moments which are comparable to death. 
And then of course the question is always asked: what is the meaning 
of death in our life? 

It brings up the particular question: doa any facts for us 
are absolute? The fact of one's birth is an absolute fact, The 
fact of dying is absolute. And by absolute we mean that that what 
takes place is not the result of the conditions of Earth; that is, 
one cannot assume that something takes place, if Earth were an entity, 
that Earth produces man, Because the Earth by itself never could 
produce the different organs which are inherent in man, Mother 
Nature could produce Life of an equal value of itself, But asa 
whole, considering the Earth for whatever it is, it is doubtful that 
the Earth has any feeling; at least the way we mean it. And it is 
also questionable if the Earth as a whole has any intellect. One 
can philosophize a great deal about that. The philosophy will never 
end because tie don't know. 

When a man starts to grow, and he starts to develop, and he 


gradually receives, for some reason or other, an insight in his own 
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existence, if. he “orks and uncovers certain things that were covered 
up and hidden, and which exactly for the reason that Mother Nature 
does not want us to know that, are uncovered against Mother Nature's 
Will, that then that pro- -produces in oneself a realization that. 
there must be a different kind of a meaning for man now living on 
Earth and not simply for the sake of the Earth alone. Because other- 
wise we would not consider even the question that Mother Earth had 
something to say, but not everything. And that one's death is not 
connected with the Earth, at least not primarily. That the Earth, 

as Mother Nature, has an influence on the conditions of our life, 

and that of course being affected by the conditions of the Earth, 
that what is one's body naturally can be affected and can also 

hasten the death of the body. And one must, if one considers this 
question of absoluteness. = by which is meant that what is truth forever 
and ever =- that then a man considering himself as he is born, as he 
finds himself, as he kaows he will die, that also he is to look for 
certain possibilities which become absolute for him. And that is 
extremely difficult, because he has at the present time, being 

bound to the conditions of the Earth, very little insight in what 
actually is taking place. And that the man has in him the possibility 
of further growth and, in that way, away from Nature and away from 
the Earth, is entirely dependent on what he feels and what he thinks. 
And it is as if Life, as given to man, is divided at birth into 

three different parts. And that from the moment, already from 
conception on, three different directions are formed in which Life 


becomes apparent for a man. so that Mother Nature can direct that 
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what produces a body, but something else must produce that what is a 
feeling and that what is an intellect. Where does this particular 
influence come from? In a general way one says of course it is Life. 

There are certain theories that one assumes to be the truth and 
we call them hypotheses in science, and one assumes that the hypothesis 
is truthful until it is refuted by certain facts which are not 
explainable. But if one continues to live and no such facts appear, 
then that what was an hypothesis becomes axiomatic. And an axiom 
is identical with Absolute Truth, 

If one now takes the experience of each person as he experiences 
life, he has a working hypothesis which assumes that Life is ternal, 
because that, for his mind, is the only logical assumption, and 
although he cannot prove it, he lives in relation to that as if it is 
the truth, And he will only find the truth when something of him dies, 
Because when the body dies that what is Life and which helps the body 
to live, that kind of Life has to part from the form of the body. 

It 1s still not very clear if that Life continues then in that what 
survives death, but for the sake of an arenen it doesn't matter 

very much provided there is enough of Life as a force which still j 
continues to exist, and that what was an emotional center and that 
was--and that what was an intellectual center, And it is exactly 

that what one faces when the body will die. The assumption that Life 

is Eternal makes one hope and also, at times, firmly believe that 

Life continues, and that even this death of the body has nothing to 

do with Life as a whole, it has to do with life in a body. And with 
that kind of an assumption which, if facts would be found contrary 


to that , would of course tumble down and some other kind of an 
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hypothesis would have to be made, It is-that problem in one's life 
that one has to Zind out how much truth there is in that kind of an 
assumption, 

‘hen one starts to Work it is really to try to find the road towards 
a condition of death; that is, the preperation, Everything that we 
consider regarding ork as a method; of starting to define what a man 
needs in order to become free from himself. So that ve then, in the 
hypothesis, will assume that that what could exist, and then also could 
help a man, is of a different kind of a quality because it's already 
under the assumption and the creation of that "I", that that exists 
without bondage to the Sazth. And that if man has an ability to consider 
that, and to think about it, and to try to think it through logically, 
then ne must of course assume, together with the’ "ternity of Life, that 
that then what could be created, also would have life in it; otherwise 
it would not have any particular sense to create it. Because the form 
itself, if there is that kind of a form for "I", one could assume that 
since it were created on “arth and by man as he is, would then have a 
form similar to his body. But since man thinks and he feels and in 
that a form of life exists which is not bound in his thought or in his 
feeling to the Earth as it is - at least not bound as much as the body 
is bound - then the concept that he has in his mind in the wish to 
create an "I" ~ and which he then calls Objective as a faculty, and 
that he then also wishes to develon further =- is ~eally based not on 
the assumption taat Mother Nature will either help or prevent him, but 
it happens to de on command f:om something that exists of a higher 
kind and on a differant Level than u are the marth happens to be. 


So tha further assumption has to be that there is definitely a 


force existing when wa say Tternal as Life, that man as he is on Earth 
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is simply a rəpresentation of lifa on Earth, and that the totality of 
all Life must include many different forms of that kind of life, and 
that the fact of dying simply means that a man during the period that 


he has a body nad to fulfill. obligations in order to free himself, 


t4 


t 


because the indication of Mother lature is that he has to Zace that 
fact. That it is inherent in being born on Earth, that one so-called 
doesn't live forever and that the law, as far as the Earth is concerned, 
is that the body must die at a certain time, and when that takes 
place tha question tiat each person would ask himself; what hanpens 
after death? 

You see bacause as a man like Gurdjieff lives and has lLived--has 
lived on tarth, it is very strange to assume that all the things 
he has tried to do in his own development, and*not counting what he 
wrote, and not counting evan his life on Earth, but the utiliration of 
whatever he considered an opportunity for himself, and to become Self- 
Conscious, and even perhaps as far as one's belief is concerned, already 
showed different indications of a Cosmic Consciousness, that then such 
aman as Gurdjieff of course does not die. and tat all a memorial 
service could mean is tiat one recollects Gurdjieff, one remembers 
him in his body, but it is not a question anymore to remembar him as 


t is for that reason that one has 


He 


he lived, because he lives now. and 
to be r--affirmed that Gurdjieff is alive, and simply that se don't 

know it is because we ar- limited in our viewpoint. Because vwe consider 
lif2 many times as between conception and dvins, and that then, life 
being finished, everything is finished. Again I sav, such an assumption 
is quite illogical and is not to be taken by anyone who thinks seriously. 
Jecause the question of whare Life was before one was born, that is 
another side of it, The question of having life on Zarth will enable 


one to mmalize more and more what is th: meaning of this life on Zarth 
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as it hapnvens. Jut also then in looking forward to the possibility 
of dying, one looks then forva-d to setting free that shat is Life 
ene aman in the form which he now carries with him as his body. 
And that regarding the possibility of that kind of freedom--{what one 
wishes as freedom--is simply not. to, have the form any longer, but to 
be able to continue with Life as it is. Because Life is, before or 
after death, the same. It's only the-form in which it happens to be 
and as long as we, in our short-sightedness, judge only by the condition 
of the physical body, then of course one cannot assume or even want to 
believe that tere is another possibility, ut if the accent of a man 
is on his Life, then the form gradually disappears, because even then 
it doesn't matter in what particular form Life again may have to appear, 
And again then one must assume that there is a ule and order and la: 
in the totality of the universe, 

It is not anything that ve can really understand with our mind, 
we bring it down of course to earthly qualities, to that what we can 
understand in a certain way as if God actually is in the form of a 
person we know, and when we want to »icture Him, we don't want to 
picture Life because we couldn't do it but we have to sive it a fom 
which is familiar to us, and it becomes extremely difficult even to 
hava an experience of Life without that pa~tidular form. 3ut this is 
exactly vheva the difficulty comes in when one considers Life on Yarth, 
and vhen one says that aman as he is born is at the point where there 
is a potentiality in him which can ~- if the conditions arə favorable - 
could develop in the direction even then avay from Barth, That if man 
as life, as he is, conpares himself to plants, he cannot very well 
understand or assume that the plant has a feeling, and that whatever 


May De Movament of plants towa-ds the sun can, I think, very well be 


explained by the degree of chemical composition of each plant being 
subject to the influence of light, 

“ith animals it's a little more difficult b-cause one has to assume 
that thay have a feeling, because they care for certain things anc they 
can evan show it, they can even produce by their attitud- and the way 
they are or the use of their voices, they can indicate that there is. 

omethings else besid-s the physical form and also ths ordinary rorms 
o£ behavior become every once in awhile tinted with an emotional quality. 
For animais it is probably when we say that they are two-centerad - it's 
not entirely correct. It is really that an animal has also three 
centers. But th: two higher centers are only half developed. So that 
the totality of wiat an animal has is still equal to two centers, 
Decause one cannot deny that an animal has a feeling and also intelligence. 
Intelligence which we sometines call instinctive, and it is perhaps 
Linked up with an--a certain quality of the body in protecting itself, 
but at the same time one cannot deny that there are, every once in 
awhile indications of some kind of a thought process that goes on and 
particularly that what is called memory is in an animal. 3ut the 
question is: can an animal actually formulat: and se2 vot» ntialities 
furthesc than what ths two centers vould indicat’? and that I think is 
wheva an aninal stops. 

It is indicated every once in awhile that an animal really cannot 
look into the futurs. It does not know how to develop and prepare 
Zor the future than only in a very Limited sense because it is subject 
to the seasons of the Zarth, and for t at, when they to into hibernation, 


or th e Ve r i 
at they vant to prepare in order to have some food, when the food 


He 


s not easily obtainabl: during the winter bine, tnat they hoart it, 


t7 + os? + a. 5 . . A 
and you nigat say collect it simply for the sake of continuing to live. 
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But that's probably as far as they can go and they will live from 
season to season in the same vay. Also the question of next generation 
of animals: how much can they take from what their father and mother 
has given and produced? and I think by further study of shat is the 
life and tae kingdom of an animal is that each new generation has to 
start asain From the beginning. and tiercfore that what is, and what 
Korzibsky called, The Manhood of Bumanity, the difference betwe2n man, 


is not only that he is three-centered, but ti at he, in th: nossibility 


rt, 


of one of his centers - either his intellect or his f2eling - thare is 


a potentiality which he knows as notentiality. And that then thinking 
about that what is potential, he can project it and even think about 
a condition of as if, in the future, that potential has been 
actualized, a 

This is a tremendous difference between a man and an aninal. 
Because in an animal I would almost say there is no particular hope 
than only for his own life. But in a man there is hope for the future, 
and not only in that what he can procreate on zarth, because that 
remains subject to the Laws of “arth. 3ut that what is  ossibl: for 
him as his development in considering his life in different ways as 
it is now that he then has a chance to consider the vossinility of 
Life, usually one says hercafter, but it simply means Lite in a different 
kind of a form; or even can conceive of a concept of Lize «ithout form, 
This is what an animal never can do. 


ve indicate that by saying, that a man has three centers sufficiently 


developed, and that they, at certain times, could become One, An 
animal cannot mak2 an entity out of the two center which he has, and 
for a vlant of course it is an entity in itself of a very lower form. 


Sut man having three, indicatss that the-s is a different kind of a 
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law to which man is subject. Animals remain subject to the Law of 
Seven. But man is subject to two laws; the Law of Sevan quite 
naturally as phenomena on Zarth and as he has to live and in which 
category all the different projects that th- man is engaged in on Marth 
would fali into the Lav of Saven, and an understanding of that kind of | 
an octave Law will help to understand a man even in his strivings. 
But that besid s that thare is ti is Law of Three, in which the three 
centers already represent the beginning of that vhat man could under- 
stand if he had a development of the tiree centers more complet. And 
this is th- -eason of course, t’ at Gurdjieff emphasized the necessity 
for the further development of such centers, Because only with th- 
development of that kind, the mind will chanze into an understanding 
unit which then can conceive, and also to some extent even, experience 
the conditions which if now potential, can be made real, and for which 
then he can Jork. 

That Gurdjieff talked about the necessity of freedom is of course 
obvious. Because if one understands death as th: freedom from the 
body and wants to assuma the continuation of that what is Lifa in the 
Zorm of tha two centers which are worth more for a nan than his physical 
body, then of course it is the freedom from the body and the manifes- 
tations *ħich is neante and that is exactly the sama as what takes 
place «hen one dies. And that, therefov-e, trying to find out shat it 
could 22 if one could ba free from this Earth, that then the necessity 
appears immediately that that what has to help has to have tis qualities 
of vhat one savs simply as if than it exists -rithout a Likinz and dis- 


like or without an association, 
fea] 


So many times we talk about axact language., There used to be a 


few shrets writtan at the time I think by Cusvensky or at least coming 
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from that period of the "ussian groups which was called, The Exact 


-Languag2 Which ‘Jas Necassary For Man, and Later on Gurdjieff incorporated 
it more or less in the same kind of a foim in ALI AND BV" WTEING. 

And it is a nity that we,at the prasent time, still confuse teminology. 
And perhaps it is inherent in translations of certain words and of 


course it is obvious that Gurdjieff was very much avare of that as a 


ee) 


ossibility., So that in order to avoid misundcrstandings he would 
invent words of himself, indicating that shat he meant by a certain 
concept or a description of a subject. But then being Linked up with 
a vord «hich vas unfamiliar and although the word may hava been based 
eve .y once in awhile comin 


gz as roots from three different kind of 


languages, such a word for us became then connected with the concept 
a 


° 


in a different way. 

I wished that there had bean a strang: kind of a word instead of 
‘ooservation'. I think that also tha question of 'remambeving' is a 
very wrong vord to bde used. Also even if wə say tawareness', because 
these are words that we are familiar vith in ordinary language, The 
question of 'impartiality' perhaps can bea understood, Decause one does 
know in ordinazy lif- what it is to be impartial. But when one talks 
about ‘moments! it becomes ditficult, b-cause we say a ‘moment o£ our 
time’, and in reality the vay Gurdjieff means a moment, is not of our 
tim2 = it is completely separate from Time. And even if one substitutzs 


1 


Secone 


je 


instead of moment, and uses the word 'a point in time't, it may 


understandable for an ordinary scientisiic mind, and then it can continue 
in that articular line to describe what is space or what is a dimension 


or what is a tine -length - a ce-tain form in movements between two 


points along one dimension, or -hataver it may be that we try to under- 
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stand mathematically. But the question of a moment is very seldom 
mentioned as that what exists by its own existence, and is not subject 
to any Law that we know on Earth. That the difficulty in using a word 
like '‘observation' and even 'self-observation' - it becomes extremely 
confusing; one also uses the word 'I' and even 'I't is not frer from 
that what we use in ordinary language. So, I think it has been mada 
very difficult for the explanations of ‘ork that we have not invented 
as vet a correct word-use, so that then the word eitnout any question 
would mean only one thing and not something else. 

ifuch of the confusion wien wa talk about Work is really a result 
From tuat inexactitude of one's language. That is, when one does not 
understand what is the function of 'I' as an objective faculty, if one 
doesn't even understand what is sidered i E E EA that is if one 
doesn't even understand the totality of one's subjective behavior; it 
would be much more appropriate to simply say that what 'It is interested 
in is the acceptance of certain facts, and one of the facts that will 
help this 'tI' is a fact of an existence, and the existence is linked 
up with fize in a form. and that then the interest of 'I' being free 
Erom form can only become intsrestad in fize within a form, and that 
the nuroose of this so-called tobservationt is nothing alse but a 
statement of fact wiich on tha nart of 'I' is really an Qvar-ness. 


` 


and what we call for ourselves :hon we say fwe see fife in a Zorm as 


Ze ne ai 


er ae closest we come to it is to use the word ° 
But alertness is still mixed up with too many descriptions of that 
what is being seen or noticed, and for that reason it's quite useless 
to have that word also in the vocabulary of an objective mind. 


The fact o existences - if wé can understand the difference 


batwarn Wife waich makes the existence of a forn nossible, and apar 
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from the £o:m which only exists for us as long as there is Life in it, 
it does not mean that the form by itself can exilar sithout Lize. and 
then we simply go back into ordinary material forms as substances, 
that waat exists on the Earth, and we come very close tren to what is 
the totality of Barth because all throughout the Marth there is not 
life evervwhere; there is only life on Earth in the form oË plants 
or animals or men. And when one says the lif- of the Barth ons. means 
really te Life of organic kingdom, 

the distinction which Hother Nature herself has to admit is that 
most o£ Nother Nature is lifeless, or if one considers it in a ver 
Limited form, that that what is Mother Nature is really only the 
totality of organic kingdom which includes all forms of life, But 
that that vhat is ordinary matter belongs to d#ffevent realms - even 
ig in their forms as mountains, or as crystals, or as certain strange 


ohenomena like scales on a fish, or tne colors which come when Light 


is reflected - th- polarized forms of Licht - all the diffe ent rossibil- 


ities waich exist and we know about through exact science, and we were-- 


-Mich we have sometimes measured and sometimes d2scribed - all of that 
balongs to matter, and from our standpoint we simply use tr? “ror 
tstuff' to indicate that there is matter without Life. 

But wien one starts to talk about growth, on2 does not talk about 
that. One talks about the Life as rapresented through a form, and 
that therefore when one creatas tIt it has to be created as Life 
and the attributes which are necessary whan one says 'this "I" has to 
observe met =- in the first place it has to observe only that «nat is 
the buhavior form of myself and my body. It is incanable, in the 
beginning, to observe different kind of processes because it is not 


sufliclently develoned to be able to brcome observant of that wrat 
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takes place in an emotional state as emotion, or what actually takes 
place as a result of ce:tain thoughts being produced by the mind and 
associating with each other, So, when one wants to start with Vork, 

it has to be very clear that that chat is neaded is a creation o£ 
something whose own--only interest is in that Life exists on the Darth 
in the form of aman. If that becomes clear, one can then Limit thea 
expression of fize through a man to his physical body only. 3ut then 
i£ on: wants to become clear in the concept of impartiality and also the 


concept of a moment, one has to ascribe to this 'I' something alse, 
because it cannot be interested then in any form of description of that 
what is the physical body; because that is not an awareness of the 
existence of the bodv as it is, and it surely is not the acceptance of 
the body as it is. what we maan by the acceptance of a body is simply 
that it exists, and it is not a description of an arm or a head or 
something that is separate as parts of the body. Because as soon as I 
start to daseriba it, it is not my 'I' that describes it, it is my 
ordinary mind that simply tries to givə a name to things. 

Cur diziiculty is always that we cannot have a concept without a 
nam2. and we have been 2ducated that as soon as a nane is given that 
the thought process stops. ve don't even ponder about it when ve have 
classizied it. It is than, you might say, on so-calied known territo y 
and thare is no raason anymore to čoubt it or to question it, because 


once and Zo: all it tas been nizson-holed ard ons has recoynized it 


his ovobiom of recurrance is Linked un with his memorv. Jo that man, 
when ha starts to think in an ordinary wav, he can daserine all hr 
wisnes and Mother Nature allows him to describe it, because Mother 


Nature wants a man to g2t lost. He wants -= she wants a man to admire 
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natur2, and not only that what is the totality of the Garth, and not 
even tellin; man that the marth is Made up of iron and is steel-hard, 
and no impression actually can take place in that form o£ matter; but 
always is pointed out in Mother Natur-'s world that what is beautiful 
or that what is Srotesque, or that what is fearful, or that what is 
outside of the realm of man and not beiny able to b- conceived by him, 
for which man has fear, and always then when man Starts to live, he 
first has to settle the question of nature, He vants to come on the 
sight side of Mother Nature, because he knows that whatever sods were 
repi- senting Mother Nature as a whole, that then it vas necessary to 
pacify them, to vorrhip them for a littla while so that no evil vould 
come from them, and although there may have be n certain effects from 
nature as we know it on marth, wiich were Jennet ye and against which 
man could not take enough precautions because he didn't know how to 
handle it, tha whole Problem that we have faced as mankind Lived on 
the Za:th, is to tiv to harness every form of rower that the Barth E 
could provide, and tron man would feel superior, And he built his 


. 


cultu:e on tha under “standing of natur2 and making nature submissiv 
Jntil certain times certain things happened 22yond the control of man 

as a viole, and that then by an 2arthcqua ake, or a litcle bit of a 
snaking, a zreat deal of that marvelous civilization simply disappeared, 


to say nothing wheee it want than only that it disappeared fom tha 
earth as havine fulfilled its oblixation o* civilization and to make 
room for anothiar form to annear,. 

This is -eally tha treatment that we 32t when we die., we simply 
disan>mear. and t at ‘hat must remain is what man has to ork for, and 
for that reason one thinks about Gurdjieff in gratitude., Whatever the 


27 


Statement may bə of tha Man who mada it, and -hat he thoucht of Gurdjieff, 


it is quite true that if one considers Gurdjieff and his York and his 
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life and the legacy he laft, and the necessity after his death that 
more and more thos: peopl: who were influenced vould understand the 
responsibility to have to «o alone, or perhaps a fev together, and that 
thera was no nossibility of goinz back and forth to Paris in order to 
check with the Master; that that what actually then took placa was a 
reincarnation for many people, as it, at that time, Gurdjiefi appeared 
in them, in a different kind of a form than they were used to; and 
‘from that time on, that what became alive in them, in all probability, 
was influenced by Gurdjieff, 

This is of course an assumption, vou mixzht say, a 7ersonai one, 
But it is a very definite experiance that ons can hava, that the:2 is 
a definit: reason for his death and that takin: his death - and wa 
think after twenty years what has happened during the time after he 
died, what has happened to nis ideas, and to the value of his life; 


to his example of what hy has tried to give, in what-v2r form he 


chose = that certain thin-s still remain in existence, and that <r 


th 


are saidlad with tha great difficulty of distinguishing of tuat what is 


the real meaning of certain vords as used by him, and describing concepts 
which should be, by this time, absolute. That ve are still struggling 
under that particular difficulty, I think is only to be explained 

that vou might say that Mother Nature is not in favor of these 


j 


attem`ts. And iiother lature expresses herself in the form of a man 
as he is on arth, and that what really objects to this, all together, 
is the bocy of each man. 7 

IZ one can enly place the influence of the hody on a man, not as 


something thet executes that -het is being felt snd what is tuougnt, 


but that if the body actually could divorce itself fron that chat are 


the thoughts and tha fealings, t ag tuen eh: 
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could develop on treir own “without the vish for further axpression 
through the body; and that then the body vould be “laced in a certsin 
relationship between the two - and in regard to the two - that then 
the body would find its place whee it alvays should have starved. 

But it never staved that, and it is possibly due to the fact that in 
the bezinning Mother Natu a vas not understood, and that a body of a 
man had to igat against that, and had to use his ~hysical strength 
in order to overcome the difficulties t'at Mother Nature put in his 
way. I think that may evan D2 pve ordained: that Mother Maturo was 
interested in maintaining herself, and that man vas taught to use his 
body so that than he need not think and he need not feel, than only 
that what vas necessary for the maintenance of his body, and for the 


body to acquire a certain skill. a 


All our building, all our st:ucture, all our physical work for 


Ps 


which we now have machinery, as extending that what belonged to part 


we 


of the body - including a little nair of pliers v ich is an ext -nsion 


hh 


of your lingers - all these kind of things have to do with tia develope 
ment of the body; and that, in that development, man in his mind 
started to admire his body; and the body al-eady being predominant 

as far as size is concerned had vou mivht sav a fairly easy tims: to 
convince the mind and the feeling that th2 body vould take care of atl 
of it; and that that what vas left to the mind and the feeling was 

only to help the body to continue to exist, “van at times I think 

th: body got conceited in saving wiat would happen to th: bain or the 
Feeling if the body wasn't there, Because the body in itself cannot 
conceive of tnat vhat could exist without a body. and the body does 


not believe in its own death. It does know, if it has a little 


intelligence, tnat certain thinss wear off and tnat cradually the matter, 


which is the body, is destroyed. But tne body is then aware of the 
fact that Life is leaving it. I think this takes place hen a tree 
turns color. So that then in thet process of being frozen a little 
bit, and in which then when the different cells are connect :d 

because they have died, tha different cell--cell partitions have 
withered because of the freezing weather, then tie different chemicals 
which are in each cell mix and they produce the color. It is as if 
Jother Nature wants to give a last farwell to the existence of the 
tree for that season, and that it goes down you night say in flying 
colors. 

But tùis same kind of a thing appears with man, and the veneration 
of the body of man is of course much too much overdone, and “nat tre 
skill or dexterities or the brilliancy of baing’ able to manipulate it, 
flows over into the mind and the mind had no chanca to develop because 
it was too busy to justify the behavior forms of the body. hat 
particular nart the feeling plavéd in that is always difficult to know, 
because with some veonle there is very definitely a desire to get away 
from the existence of Barth, and that mostly will take place «ith 
artistically inclined persons, who in creation want to show the world 
that many kind of a forms can exist, ard i” tnev then wish partly as 
a result of self-exp-ession, or partly even as a veneration of that 
what they consider higner forms of Being - and sometimes draw images 
representing that - tuat then they nour into that kind of a form which 
they created, their Life. It is as it weze that they, in that 7a. ticular 
attempt, vant to show the body that Liz: exists on a difie-cent kind 
of a leval. ard it is not nee2ssary that the body itsel has to show 


. 


it. although again ona becomes mixed, beacause in Jance Forns or in 


n = D . 4 bad 7 1 n 1 
2ven temple dances, or in that that is Dostuva of t e body, certain 
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say, he exists. How does he exist among us? Simply by saying ‘Lord, 
Lord'? or admiring him? Or pronouncing his name even in ave? all of 
that belongs to lother ‘lature to kaep us asleep. othe: Nature allows 
the mind to play its own tricks on oneself, anc it encourages tne mind 
to give it ideds as a dream but r-maining asleep. 

The difficulty that man has to face is to overcome that influence 
of his body, and to make a counter-part towards it, he will vant to 
go away fron that what is his body as expression. ile wants to get 
avay fvom that shat he then calls the ‘surface of his skint. He 
wants to get away from that what is behavior, because when he dies, 
the 2 will not be any further behavior forms. A man as dead is dead = 
thee is no Life. That is why Gurdjieff talks about the ship Karnak, 
because that means in Armenian a ‘dead body'. “It is the assumption 
taat if the body could bə dead, it will not have an influence on the 
further formation of an Intellectual or an tmotional body. «and that 
the freedom that is meant is indicated by puttin; Beelzebub and ‘iassein 
on that ship in order then I would almost now sav philosophize, but in 
any event to discuss the affairs of that what is taking place in the 
world, and to make reference constantly to that what whee sand used 
to be, the behavior form of the body of a man, and illustwating it by 


e 


means of dit‘e~ent trips to the Sarth in history. So that when one 
talks anpout certain civilizations and one succeeding another, that 
that what is in the beginning was a realization o” that what essentially 
existed in man when he was young and did exist on the Zarth, when the 
garth started its own car2er oï its own life, < 

what is meant by Atlantis of coursa as the essential quality of 


a man wÈrich, in the process of this kind of a natural culture and 


civilization, was probably one of tha 2arly civilizations to die, and 


things can ba expressed which are forms of Lič- which are not primarily 
of this Zarth. And this is of course,exactly the saving grace fov a 
man, that in his feeling and in his emotional states, he is able to 
feel the existence of something that does not belong to his body. 


Sut it is also the same 


[4s 


"ith the mind it is slightly difZe-ent, 
kind of a principle. That vhat the mind can believes in at times are 
what Gurdjieff simply calls the ‘flashes of Karatas'. 3v that is 
meant that what one can conceive of that the ultimate of a crowing 


g 


end o oneself; and in that what then takes place in man is -e2al’y the 
realization already of that what is still an ileal, but having it for 
him in such a fern hate it bzcomes nossibl: for him to strive towards 
it, tuat then he is wishing with all his heart because he əngaz:s 
then his emotional state in order to Sortify that what is a concept 
in his mind. | 

That hat saves a man, at tha time when he is convinced that his - 
body is too predominating and also plays tricks on him, is simply the 
develonment of that what still could survive, and is although in 
embryo and alveady there as his feeling, that in deepeninzs it the 
accomplishment will b- a result which is ussful for man as a wiole, 
but also will show the way where man actually belongs; and it is th2 
building up cf this snotional state wnich will assure a man that death 
has no particular fear Zor hin, oa Ha) he can dev2lop an Emotional 


t 


sedy, then there is enouzh for him to continue with his Lia, and 


tien daath as i: is said nar no fangs in nim anvnore. 


. 


Death then becomes the end of a ne iod, Like there wans an end to 
the life of Gurdjieff on Faith, ter that startad for Suidjleff a 


ro.m of freedom which we nov commemorate. le think of that, we simply 
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say, he exists. “ow does he exist among us? Simply by saying tLord, 
Lord'? Or admiring him? Or pronouncing his name even in ave? All of 
that belongs to lother Mature to keep us asleep. bother Nature allows | 
the mind to play its own tyricks.on oneself, and it encourazes the mind 
to give it ideds as a dream but r-maining asleep. 

The difficulty that man has to face is to overcome tnat inf Luence 
of his body, and to make a P E A E iz, he will want to 
go avay from that mat is his. body as expression. ‘le wants to get 
away from that what he then calls the 'surface of his skin'. He 
wants to get away from that what is behavior, because when he dies, 
the: 2 will not be any further behavior forms. A man as dead is dead ~ 
the e is no Life. That is why Gurdjieff talks about the ship Karnak, 
because that means in Armenian a ‘dead body'. “It is the assumption 
that LE the body could ba dead, it will not have an inéluance on the 
further formation of an Intellectual or an tmotional body, and that 
the freedom that is meant is indicat-d by puttin: Beelrebub and Hassein 
on that ship in order then I would almost now sav philosophize, but in 
any event to discuss the affairs of that what is taking place in the 
world, and to make reference constantly to that what was, and used 
to be, tre behavior form of the body of a man, and illustrating it by 
means of dit*e~ant trips to the Earth in history., So that when one 
talks about certain civilizations and one succeeding another, that 
that what is in the beginning was a peaid vation o7 that what essentially 
existed in man when ha was young and did exist on the Barth, when the 


Earth started its own carzer oi its own life, 


what is meant by Atlantis of course as the essential quality of 
| 


a man wirich, in the process of this kind of aj natural culture and 


civilization, was probably one of th2 2arlyv civilizations to die, and 
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to disappear in the ocean so as not to be seen anymore, although not 
to be forgotten; because that what is essentially in a man can alvays 
be remembered. That what is necessary for Atlantis is to be brought 
to the surface again and asain in one's life. And that Gurdjieff 
starts by paying attention to that in the ïirst part of the book is 
simply to indicate that that was the essential quality o£ man, which 
unfo:tunately has been lost. And that even what was a result oc tae 
sinking of Atlantis and the dispersion of certain paople wno Lived 
there tova:ds Gemchania and Goblandia or Til:liamish - all of that has 
vaference to the continuation of life as man is living it in his own 
Life, and then g:adually going from his Essence to the recognition 

of certain other forms of his body, which then become for him his 
civilization for a little while; and at times shen are visited by 
Beelzebub in order to tell what is still wong in order to help to 
straighten it out, that evan if 2zssential qualities ware lost for a 
Little while - because of some catastrophe - that then there still was 
a chance to tell certain civilizations, which had a reference to that 
where they came from, simply to arrest them in their behavior and tsen 
to tell tham what was the truth and that ought to be done, That 
particular kind of ending of such a sojourn to Sie Garth ended in the 


trip, the voyaze to India, India became - with Tibet, with th 


of dying almost and hope forzotten =- the realization of India, of tnat 
what is one's heart; ane that coming from Tibet as a replica of what 
is actually taking place in a man - again wiich is a buried civili- 
zation, and not in contact with the outer world - is that shat is 
essentially for a man wnat he is there, and honing then that by means 


re 4 ee yr Res s e 
of the caveLopment of his haart thera wouid be a chance actually to 


a dizferent kind of 
Tha description of that = wien 
and Suddhnism, and th: acceptance of 
entirely understood, and simply are 


Void, or even a word like Nirvana - 


could become and indicating the road of hou to 
certain state «hich of course for a man is useful to “now 
he also has a concept of God, but when it is not said how 


now to Live then only here and there a 


of inzormation is stili existent. 


and 
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over in tust what is 3uddha 
certain forms, which ave not 

nut in a general heading oF the 

is not an indication of what man 
set there, but only a 


e Soci 


atout, since 
to do and 
kind 


Little sprinkling of that 


that there are heve and there 


a few who do know and try to indicate vhat perhaps could b- followed 


by mankind ig they were interested in it. 


That after that 


the body; 


of that vhat is psychology in a man. 


e 


nere becomes descriptions of 


behavior forms of 


in the form of Rssia or France - which is the description 


hat what 


behavior form in the presence of forces that are on “arth hicher tnan 
= wo 


himself, 


sport and the activities in 


orde> to sleep a Little bit better, 
judgment which is necessary because 


That what takes nlace for a man when he considers 


which he of course becomes interested in 


or to just postpone a certain 


he doesn't vant to to face, thet 


in the sport description, or tha 3-itish, or whatever it is tnat one 


says = the comparison of the diffe-ent birds, the peacock of 


and then finaliy ending up azter saving just a wee bit about 


‘ussia = 


tie 


Germans, and a little bit mo~e about the characteristics of F: ance, 


reierring 


and less and less impure - he comes 


it becomes the largest chapter of the whole book. 


is superciciality crowned. 


g again to that what was still remnants - better in existence 


to the description of america. and 


and in that there 


That's exactly the behavior of a man in 
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daily life, in all his different aspects of how he faces the life as 
he wants to live it, regarding «hat he says his outer world, and tnere 
is so extrem2ly little in that chapter that has to do with any essential 
Quality, 

In describing this, and in realizing what was the magnitude of 
tne thought of Gurdjieff, what was the concepts that made him put all 
of this in this kind of an allegorical story, what made him take 
Beelzebub as a prototype and Hassein as a grandson, what made him 
feel at times that it vas necessary to nut it in that kind of a form, 
in the useage of words which were foreign, but also in long sentences 
which are very difficult to digest, that one has to hunt ard hunt by 
means of tnat indicating that that that is the treasure of Atlantis is 
deeply buried, and it will take time, and one has to have patience in 
oder to uncover «hat is really the treasure for oneself. And tie road 
from the surface of one's life - which is only skin deep, and -nich is 


+ 


simply vartly embellished a little humorously here and there in a 
desc: iption of America in the behavior of us as we are here - this 
dollar-harvesting country - that that vhat is expressed in such tems, 
and that vhat is description of our particular habits, of how we are 
more and more pushed in the direction of laziness, and how we don't 
want anymore to work, not even for a living then only if we are forced 
to do it; and a desc-intion of the totality of a man being covered 
constantly more and more by the so-called civilization, vhich then 


becomes cor him a certein harness or a certain fom of nrotaction or a 
protective coat for himselz, in which his essential qualities are many 
times not even discernible. That the fixht for a man, when he starts 
with the realization of that kind of a condition, is that he should find 


out whe-e is his inner Life. “here did it zo to? inv vas it disapveari 


D 


How did it happen that all such accidents, like tha Transalpalnian 


TPs 
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Perturbation, took place in the Life of man? hat are the three Per. 
turdations that a man was subject to: the moment of his birth: the 
realization of saying 'I! when he vants something, and then the 
question of maturity of the chysical body in which he starts to face 
o-dinary world, Those are perturbations for a man, and they are very 
serious, and there are thres in number. and from then on he fovgets 
the Law of Three, because from tien on if he can make it, his life 
should run lik2 a pianola and when it does he is singing in his sleep. 
The reason that one -rants to talk about "ork, and of course in 
connection vith what Gurdjieff has siven - what he has given to different 
people wio have at times completely misunderstood what war his message, 
and who went off as Gurdjieff sometimes has said, and has written in 
the book, with the ideas and the crumbs from his “table, and blowing it 
up, and Gurdjieff illustrates that - in what dirsetion they did blow it 
up = so that it only becama a little part of the totality of his whole 
system; and that nis pa:ticular criticism of the lif of some men who 


wera supils, was based that they could not sea the totality of evary- 


that it was necessary to undevstard all parts in order to Jom a 
“armonious Man - because you cannot find hamony just oy having ome or 
two notes, Harmony among neonle is as many reonle as nossil 
a common aim, ‘tarmony for oneself in one's Lif2, is to have all forms 
of tuat What is a man with behavior, the functioning of his £ 
emotions in ali its depths, and that what belongs to the nan as a 
possibility of un¢erstanding, coming from the acceptance of hinself, 
and tne accumulation of facts -hich are absolute, gradually penetrating 


into his skull move and more, and affecting, like an contagious disease, 


that vhat has to be destroyed and that what has to be re-affizmed, and 
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that what has to be sat in motion in accordance vith a different kind 

of rhythm - that all of that is needed for a man when he wants to become 
a real Man, in that sense harmonious and Gurdjiefi means that as a 
person who is in equilibrium. Because harmony >,oduces that kind of 

a state on oneself of peace, of real understanding in waich there are 

no Zurther problems hich nead at that time be solved, that .11 th. 
problems which still are there, naturally belong to the man as he is 
living on Zarth because he has contact vith everything that is around 
him, 3ut that principally, that vhat is really the characteristic - 
and that ve call ona's Magnetic Center - is pure and as yet not soiled. 
and that the whole surpose of t-ving to tind what is the value of one's 
lize, that one looks or tries to find Life as it is unspoiled, and the 
only place whee that exists is called one's Magnetic Genter. In that 
there is the moment of time and existence; that is, the moment as time 
is negated in the existance of that what is vealitv. In that, space 

is annihilated because all dimensions do not exist any longer, In 
that, there are no more points waich have potentialities for growing 
out in an unconscious way in the form of three dimensions, or even six 
dimensions if you want to include time. But that what is there as a 
moment exists by the grace of itself. and it is for that reason a 
replica of the grace of God coming down into each man and reminding hin 
of the existence of the treasure which was unfortunatzlv lost = as a 
lost continent - either Atlantis or Mu or ~hatever other continents 
were still in existence at the time of the birth and the creation of 


x 


the arth as a whole, 
That viat man wants to vind out for himself is that kind of a 
truth. and for tuat reason, that what one says in the descrintion of 


an awakening and an awareness of oneself as an '1! maich then can exist 
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together with man in his unconscious state, that out of that this 
Conscious 'something', that starts to exist parallel to the existence 
on Earth, taat man thn in living on “arth with that attemot of freeing 
himself from the Barth, develops into something that can actually 5e 
free; and then it vill be as if man dies to himrelf on Earth as often 
as he finds the onportunity for that kind of a freedom, and utilizes 

it for the nossibility of developing his '1', 

One dies to the Earth when one Yorks, One frees oneself, wren it 
is unterstood what is meant that I accept myself as it is walking on 
Barth, andi being so-called a man, and attendin: to tuis and that, left 
and sight, whatever it is = even the demands of the body are included 
in that, but that that what starts to develop is the beginning of an 
T! starting out on the road for its own development, not only to free 
man, out to indicate the existence of God on Earth, So that after it 
naas grown sufciciently, and it actually, you might even then say, 
could be trusted in the orescence of unconsciousness, that then it will 
not Lose track of that what was its aim, because of all ditfe snt so- 
called seeinz, and taking care of this and that in an ordinary senre 
and in an unconscious state, but tnat such a man then g: adually, in his 
inner Life, has the upper hand. and that his inner Life becomes more 
predominating than his body ever vas. ànd that the body will be relegated 
to the nlace where it belongs as having to execute that what is life 
now in a different form =- a reincarnation of life in an emotion, and 
in that what is understanding. 


“m 


“he aim cor a man is so sinoie in that sense, and the understanding 
Sor oneself is also quite simple. The accentance of oneself as one is 


of course is necessary in order to eliminate any form of influence 


£, peen < act; : : J 1 
rom an unconscious side. any tims I say I like or I dislike, anv time 
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I describe it, any time I pigeon-hole it, or have a vord for it - all 

of me stons at that time, I may yət a little angry and use energy for 
the expression of such anter> through my Dody, and I say ves that feeling 
and then sometimes ethically it may not be correct, because I don't 

have to fly off the handle even if I do certain things that are not 
rignt from the standpoint of the policé or of politics. Mat is needed 
then at such a time for a man to build within himsəlf is Conscience, 

and his 'I' will point the road towa:ds his Conscience., And his 'I? 
when it wishes then to find out vhat its om ge rongen is, vill travel 

he direction of Magnetic Genter, and on the way will tell one's 
neart vhat is going on, and to reaffirm in one's heart the connection 
which the ñeart as amotional quality has towards God as a whol, outside 
ox oneself, At what points the ideas of God being n: sent, of that 

what is an emotional concept for which man has of course different 

words = I alwavs say the three omnits, which are familiar to the mind 

of a man = waen they become part of one's heart taat is a different 
aflair because in that there is unity. All questions regarding space 
and time are solved by the one concent of Infinity. The three omni'ts 
still are in touch with one's heart. Out of that comes the concept 

ox Infinity stich is the only kind of an acceptance and existence 


+ 


waich can continue tovards Magnetic Centar. 

doen Christ left the three disciples and vent in Gethsemane - 
in the garden, a stone's throw further -= le went to tils tiagnetic Centar. 
Me could not allow the three disciples to come, but He was disappointed 
when He came back and “ound then asleep, because they did not know 


what Ye was after. States Lika that in a man of course ha vill 


experience when he wants to dig furthe~ and further, and reach the 
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actuality of that kind of an existence in vhich all time and space is 
dissolved, it's quite logical that not only that he cannot express it 
but that aad to that aim many people ave asleep because they 
cannot understand what someone is wanting to do, and to what trouble 
such a person vants to go. To pray, one says, to God, to have contact 
away from those who remain asleep, and to be by oneself in one's solitude, 
to understand what is šor oneself the solidarity within. 

The concepts that you can extract from the book, from that what 
is all there, and then when you are by yourself and you vish to compare, 
i£ you know a little bit about the rest of tne Literature «hich exists 
in this world, and vou have read enough to have an opinion, that at 
least vou can veasonably think about the value of a few cf the so-called 
Masters - sometimes of our time, sometimes of those who have Lived 
before; sonetimes even of those who have a messace and did in their 
Life a certain amount of good. ‘there will vou Find a book like ALL 
AND NVIRYPLING in which all the concepts that you, in vour ordinary 
Life, could ever meet are right there, not necessarily spelled out, 
because it is difficult to spell out emctions. But, at the same time, 
that that wnat is in that book as a concept, then one cannot under- 
stand how a ilan = a Man as Gurdjieff - could actually conceive of the 
totality of that total amount of information linked together, and giving 
a backzround, and a perspnective, and connecting all the ditferent 
elements of vhat we now call our ordinary kind of education and 
civilization in such a way that the truth constantly shines tnrourh 
it, and can be recognized by those sho wish to “Jork, Then one 
stands, every once in avnile, in ave. Cna nicks up the book and vou 
read ona or two cages, and it looks then, as a scriptu:e would zive 
it to vou, that you have forgotten that it was in there although vou 


may have read it several times. But that then perhaps, because of 


a! 


your ‘iork, vou are 
more onen so 
information, 
Standing for 
ais 
2e his 
old, even that is 
that he died o£ 


nis meanines, of 


ww? 


consice-ed ! 


each person who came in contact vith him; 
contact took place, Gurdjieff alwavs 


municate to the best of 


rever snaring 


to be said which he considered the truth. 


truth, 


wearcd it could not 


Pare d 
ee 


d icult tire, 


oninions dut 


oy cehayior o£ 


voice; but most of 


Lookad at you soneti 


Forget that vou have a Life to live. 


that then that book becomes inexhaustible in 
wisdom rom 


yourselz. 


life 
not quite 
this 7 
the 


monious for man as 


anyone 


should be helpful to anyone 


Secause 


ne could 


tt n 3 
the way ha 
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a little diffe-ent and more perceptive and also 


giving you 
Gurdjieff -hich could become for vou under- 


and that it behooves one, I think at times, 


shotogranh or to try to imagine Gurdjieff as a Man, 


be saventv-eseven 


nrolled = we say He got to 


certa’n, but in any event we do know definitely 


And it is tolay wa think about that: of 


vay he lived, the example he gave, that 


vhole, Ye tried to make 


and that whenever sucn 


po 


was willing to give and to com- 


uis heart uhatever 


when he felt it was necessary 


zec 


and 


who heard it 


sa, 


always agre:, an? all the time would have a vary 


strong man. Ue had not only 


express them by means of mtonations , 


H» 


was, this nosture ard that vhat was 


all, that shat came out through his eves Men he 


imes imploring vou t£or heaven's sake don't 


“ememker that t :ere is a 


possibility that in using that what I am telling, that tere is a chance 


for you to escapa 


non-acknowLledsing 
times towards tha 


e 


Such a man vas 


witiout doing damage to 


a 
a 


and -rithout 


her existence, to vay tribute to Her, and even at 


ad, to nex for your existenee on Zarth,' 
rdjieff as a tian, ‘thatevar he was as a ifessencer, 
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that depends entirely on how you look at his “Jork after vou have tried 

to apply it in your own life. I: is only by means of work in an honest 
i 

sense tuat you vill gradually get a certain insight of what is the 


meaning of such a man when he appea:ied on “arth and, Zor a little 


while, was in contact with a few and left us vith something that became 
tangible in te form of a hook, of ee in tie description of some 
Movements, or even music, that that satisfied Gurdjieff as far as his 
thres cente`s were concerned. That that what he gave as an example 

to each person who wants to open his heart to him - particularly on 
memo:ial day =- that one is grateful, and in briny grateful to Gurdjieff 
ons is p:ayerful in one's attituds towards God stio gave, by His Grace, 


the existence of such a Man, 

a ° . ° a š . 29 
_+0U see 1t ls wrong to answer questions on a day like this. That 
what Gurdjieff asks you is simply to find out what is vour own question 


given the enswer which 


=) 


mark, wnat is your life. And then he also has 


for you is quite obvious - Work and Yoxk and Vok ad infinitum. 


nay God bless him Jor ever and eve~, 
Goodnight 
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